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Introduction 
 
The purpose of this study is to develop a profile of the population age 65 years 
and older in Fayette, Lauderdale, Shelby, and Tipton Counties in Tennessee, 
which may be used by service providers and area businesses to better serve 
their clientele. 
 
The study is based on data from the U.S. Census for 1990 and year 2000, and 
population projections developed by the Regional Economic Development Center 
at The University of Memphis using the cohort component method. 
 
The data presented includes distribution by county and by census tract, with 
comparisons to the state and the nation whenever possible. A series of tables 
and charts were developed to better communicate the findings of the study. 
 
Nine maps were developed to demonstrate the geographic distribution and the 
changes observed in the past 10 years by census tract of five variables that were 
considered most relevant for the provision of services to the older population.  
 
The five variables are 1) Population 65 and Older, 2) Percentage of Total 
Population in Each Census Tract Who is 65 and Older, 3) Population 65 and 
Older in Group Quarters by Census Tract, 4) Householders 65 and Older with No 
Vehicle Availability by Census Tract, and 5) Population 65 and Older With 
Disabilities by Census Tract. The maps and their corresponding tables are 
included in the Appendix. 
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Executive Summary  
 
The older population (people 65 years old and older) in the four county area 
constitutes 101,666 or 10% of the total population in 2000, much lower than the 
state (13.7%) and national (12%) averages.  The growth rate of the older 
population in the four counties (4.6%) also lagged behind the state and the 
national rates in the 1990s.   
 
While those over 55 in the four counties grew at a faster rate (6.9%) from 
167,688 in 1990 to 179,358 during the same period, the rates are lower than that 
of the population as a whole (10.4%) and lower than the state and national 
averages. 
 
The older population in the four county area will grow to 146,463 for a 44% 
increase in the next 20 years, while those over 55 will increase by 60% from 
179,358 in 2000 to 286,541 in 2020 (REDC Projections, 2003). 
 
The population 85 and older increased by 25% in the four county area from 9,182 
in 1990 to 11,530 in 2000 and represented 9.5% and 11.4% of the older 
population respectively. This growth rate is lower than the state (38.1%) and 
national (38.5%) rates. 
 
Although the percentage of older Americans is projected to be 12.5% by year 
2020, this proportion is much below the state and national projections (20%). 
However, Fayette (20.8%), Lauderdale (13.7%) and Tipton Counties (13.4%) are 
expected to have larger shares of their population in the older age group than 
Shelby County (12.1%) by the year 2020 if past trends continue. 
 
Nationally, persons of minority groups are projected to represent 25% of the 
older population in 2030, up from 16% in 2000. Locally, however, the older 
minority population has remained stable at 33% of the total in 1990 and 2000, 
much higher than the nation’s proportion. The minority population locally is 
virtually all African American, with other groups representing less than 1% of the 
older groups.  
 
The increase in the number of older Hispanics (of any race) in the 1990s, while 
not very significant in size, is of considerable magnitude in relative terms.  The 
number of Hispanics among the older population increased from 95 in 1990 to 
552 in 2000.  This numbers represent 0.10% of the total population in 1990 and 
0.54% in 2000. This minority group is expected to increase in number and 
proportion as the primarily young Hispanic population ages in place. 
 
The educational levels of the older population in the local area are considerably 
lower than those of the total population as a whole.  Approximately 42% of the 
older population has less than a high school education, compared to only 19% 
for the population as a whole. However, educational attainment is better than the 
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state’s educational levels for the same groups. The levels of education of the 
older population groups in the next 20 years will increase dramatically as the 
baby boomers reach retirement age 
 
Approximately 3.1% (15,184) of the civilian labor force in the four-county area is 
65 years and older (Census 2000). This proportion is comparable to that for the 
State (3.3%), the nation (3.3%).  Only Fayette County has a larger proportion 
(4.6%) of its labor force that is 65 and older. This may be the result of  migration 
of older residents  from Shelby County to Fayette in recent years. 
 
Incomes of older residents are generally higher in the four county area than they 
are for the state’s elders ($26,939 for ages 65 to 74) in 2000. However, local 
incomes of the older age groups are lower than those of the nation’s elders 
($31,368 for ages 65 to 74). Conversely, the median household incomes for the 
population as a whole, in all geographic areas, are generally higher than those 
for the older householders in the four counties. 
 
There are 13,697 older people living in poverty in the four counties under study, 
down from 19,957 in 1990. Locally, the poverty rate (14.1%) for the older 
population is higher than the state (13.5%) and national (9.9%) figures; but it is 
lower than the poverty rate of the overall population (15.8%) in 2000.   
 
The value of owner occupied housing by older householders represents 18% 
($4.9 billion) of the value of all owner occupied housing in the four counties 
($27.5 billion in 2000) while older householders represent only 8.9% of owner 
occupied housing units in the area. 
 
The large majority (69.3%) of the family households headed by people 65 years 
and older in the four county area in 2000 are married-couple families. The 
overwhelming majority (84.1%) among the single householders who are 65 and 
older is female. 
 
There are 28,137 grandparents living with their own grandchildren in the four 
counties according to the US Census 2000. The grandparents are responsible for 
their own grandchildren in approximately half (48.3% or 13,586) of these cases. 
Grandparents are responsible for their grandchildren for 5 years or more in 
41.8% of the cases. 
 
The four county area has 31% (29,644) of its older citizens living alone which is 
slightly higher than the nation’s 30%. The counties percentages range from a low 
of 24% in Fayette County to a high of 37.5% in Lauderdale County. 
 
Approximately 5.1% of the older population in the four counties lives in group 
quarters which is low when compared to the state’s (5.7%) and the nation’s 
(5.6%) averages. Of those living in group quarters, those institutionalized 
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represent 85.5% of the group quarter’s older residents, 86.3% at the state, and 
82.5% at the national levels in 2000. 
 
There are 19,788 (20.4%) non-institutionalized older persons with one type of 
disability and 25,677 (26%) with two or more types of disabilities in the four 
counties according to the 2000 Census. 
 
Approximately 20% (13,125) of the older householders in the four county area 
have no vehicle available according to the 2000 Census. 
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Population 
Trends and Projections 
 
The older population (people 65 years old and older) in the four county area 
constitutes 101,666 or 10.1% of the total population in 2000. This total is down 
from 10.7% in 1990, although the numbers in absolute terms actually increased 
in the past ten years. (Table 1) 
 
The older population grew from 97,236 in 1990 to 101,666 in 2000 (4.6%) in the 
four counties.  However, those over 55 grew at a faster rate (6.9%) from 167,688 
in 1990 to 179,358 during the same period. The four county area total population 
grew faster than the older population from 912,948 in 1990 to 1,004,650 in 2000 
for a 10.4% growth rate. (Table 2 and Chart 2) 
 

Table 1. 
 

Source: US Census, 1990, 2000. Projections by REDC – 2003. 
 

The older population is concentrated primarily in Shelby County (89,581 or 88% 
in 2000). The other three counties account for the balance of 12% ranging from 
3.2% in Lauderdale to 4.9% in Tipton.  Shelby’s share has remained stable since 
1970, while Tipton and Fayette County shares increased in the past 30 years 
(US Census 1970-2000). Lauderdale’s share declined from 3.9% in 1990 to 3.2% 
in 2000. 

Population Trends and Projections 65 and older

1990 2000 2010 2020
Fayette 3,320     3,738        4,786                        7,221        
Lauderdale 3,524     3,268        3,568                        4,798        
Shelby 86,335   89,581      92,722                      122,522    
Tipton 4,057     5,079        7,224                        11,922      
Total 97,236   101,666  108,299                  146,463    

Population 65 and Older As Share of the Total Population
Fayette 13.0% 13.0% 14.9% 20.8%
Lauderdale 15.0% 12.1% 11.5% 13.7%
Shelby 10.4% 10.0% 9.7% 12.1%
Tipton 10.8% 9.9% 10.6% 13.4%
Total 10.7% 10.1% 9.9% 12.5%

Total Population Trends and Projections
Cohort Component

1990 2000 2010 2020
Fayette 25,559   28,806      32,136                      34,764      
Lauderdale 23,491   27,101      31,128                      35,108      
Shelby 826,330 897,472    957,376                    1,011,310 
Tipton 37,568   51,271      68,127                      88,872      
Total 912,948 1,004,650 1,088,767               1,170,054 

Cohort Component
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Table 2. 

Population Trends and Projections Four County Area 
  Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Total 
Population 1990      
Total 55 +          5,540           5,432        149,727          6,969   167,668  
Total 65 +          3,320           3,524          86,335          4,057     97,236  
Population 2000      
Total 55 +          6,825           5,695        157,251          9,587   179,358  
Total 65 +          3,738           3,268          89,581          5,079   101,666  
Population 2010      
Total 55 +          9,815           7,135        196,954         15,147   229,050  
Total 65 +          4,786           3,568          92,722          7,224   108,299  
Population 2020      
Total 55 +         13,854          9,726        238,035         24,926   286,541  
Total 65 +          7,221           4,798        122,522         11,922   146,463  

Source:  US Census 1990, 2000. Projections by REDC – 2003. 
 

  
The growth rates of the older population for the state (13.7%) and the nation 
(12%) outpaced that of the local area, according to U.S. Census Projections in 
2001. Nationally the older population grew from 31.3 million in 1990 to 35.0 
million in 2000, while those 55 and older grew at a slightly faster rate of 13.1%. 
Both the State’s older population and those 55 years and older grew faster than 
the nation between 1990 and 2000 with rates of 13.7% and 17.98% respectively. 
(Chart 1) 
  

Chart 1 

Trends and Projections of Older Population as Share of 
Total Population

 for Tennessee and The USA

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Tennessee USA 
 

Source: US Census Projections, 2001. 
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The growth rates for those over 55 years of age are higher than the growth rate 
of the 65 plus age group in every geographic area studied. (Table 2)  This is the 
result of the first wave of the national baby boomer generation (those born 
between 1946 and 1964) becoming 55 in the year 2001.  
 
Nationally, the number of older Americans is expected to increase significantly in 
the next 20 years primarily due to the large number of people in the age cohort of 
45 to 64.  This age group, which will be turning 65 and older in the next 20 years, 
increased by 34% in the past decade. (U.S. Census, 2000) Those in this age 
group have an average life expectancy of 17.9 years (19.3 for females and 16.3 
for males) according to the National Center for Health Statistics, 2002, thus this 
age cohort will definitely affect the total older population by year 2020. 
 
The proportion of the total population of the nation who is 65 and older is 
projected to increase from 12% in 2000 to 20% in 2030 (U.S. Census, 2001), 
while the older population in Tennessee is expected to reach 20% five years 
earlier in 2025. (Chart 1)   Locally the percentage of older Americans is projected 
to be 12.5% by year 2020, based on REDC projections. (Table 1) This may in 
part be the result of local out migration of people of retirement age. However, 
Fayette (20.8%), Lauderdale (13.7%) and Tipton Counties (13.4%) are expected 
to have larger shares of their population in the older age group than Shelby 
County (12.1%) by year 2020 if past trends continue. (Table 1) 

 
Chart 2 

Trends and Projections For The Older Population in 
Fayette, Lauderdale, Shelby and Tipton Counties

(Source: REDC 2003)

167,668
179,358

229,050

286,541

97,236 101,666 108,299

146,463

-

50,000
100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000
300,000

350,000

1990 2000 2010 2020

55 Years Old and Older 65 Years Old and Older
 

Source: Projections by REDC – 2003. 
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According to the 2000 Census the age cohort of 45 to 64 in the four counties 
grew faster (35%) in the 1990s than the Nation (34%).  However, within this 
cohort, those 60 and older actually declined by 3% during the same period. The 
majority of this decline is attributed to a drop of 6% in this age cohort in Shelby 
County between 1990 and 2000. (U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3.) 
 
The population 85 and older increased by 25% in the four county area from 9,182 
in 1990 to 11,530 in 2000 and represented 9.5% and 11.4% of the older 
population respectively (Table 3). This growth rate is lower than the state (38.1%) 
and national (38.5%) rates. The proportion of the older population is in line with 
the state (11.3%) and the nation (11.9%) in 2000. 
  
Population projections for the nation developed by the Census Bureau predict 
that the population of older Americans will double to 70 million by the year 2030.  
Those 85 years old an older are expected to increase from 4.2 million in 2000 to 
8.9 million in 2030. This number will represent 12.7% of the older population by 
year 2030. 
 

 
  
Locally the population of older Americans will continue to grow at a slower pace 
than the nation for the next 20 years.  The older population in the four county 
area will grow from 101,666 in 2000 to 146,463 for a 44% increase in the next 20 
years, while those over 55 will increase by 60% from 179,358 in 2000 to 286,541 
in 2020 (REDC Projections, 2003). 
 
Race/Ethnicity and Gender 
 
Nationally, persons of minority groups are projected to represent 25% of the 
older population in 2030 up from 16% in 2000. Locally, however, the older 
minority population has remained stable at 33% of the total in 1990 and 2000, a 
much higher proportion than the nation’s. (U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3.) 
 
The minority population in the four counties has been largely African American 
up to 2000. (Tables 4 and 5)  Waves of new immigrants from Hispanic countries 
arrived in many regions of the nation during the 1990s. The Memphis area is one 

Table 3

USA Tennessee Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton  4 Counties
65 years and older 34,978,972 702,839 3,774 3,232 89,344 5,080 101,430
85 years and older 4,160,561 79,725 473 419 10,062 576 11,530
% of Population 65 and older 11.9% 11.3% 12.5% 13.0% 11.3% 11.3% 11.4%
% of Female 71.1% 72.7% 75.9% 72.1% 71.0% 70.7% 70.7%

65 years and older 31,195,275 618,371 3,320 3,514 86,153 4,029 97,016
85 years and older 3,003,328 57,748 242 412 8,206 322 9,182
% of Population 65 and older 9.6% 9.3% 7.3% 11.7% 9.5% 8.0% 9.5%

Percent Change 1990-2000 38.5% 38.1% 95.5% 1.7% 22.6% 78.9% 25.6%

Source: 1990 Summary Tape File 3 (STF 3) - Sample data  Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) - Sample Data 

Population 85 and up by Counties--1990

Population 85 and up by Counties--2000
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of the fastest growing areas for the Hispanic population, according to the Census 
2000. 
 
The increase in the number of older Hispanics (of any race) in the 1990s, while 
not very significant in size, is of considerable magnitude in relative terms. (Charts 
3 and 4) The number of Hispanics among the older population increased from 95 
in 1990 to 552 in 2000.  This numbers represent 0.10% of the total population in 
1990 to 0.54% in 2000. This may be an indication of future trends, as the 
currently very young Hispanic population ages. 
 
Based on census data, women outnumber men at ages 65 and older locally, as 
well as nationally. There are 20.6 million older women (59%) nationwide 
compared to 14.4 million older men (41%).  The four county area’s proportion of 
women is higher than the nation’s, with 62,883 (62%) females and 38,547 (38%) 
male in 2000. These proportions are expected to remain stable in the next 20 
years. 
 
 
 

Table 4 

U.S. Census, 1990. STF-3. 
 

Table 5 

 U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 

Racial/Ethnic Composition of the Older Population in 1990

White Non 
Hispanic

Black Non 
Hispanic

Hispanic Of 
Any Race

Other 
Races/Ethnic 

Groups
Total 

population
Tennessee 87.82% 11.90% 0.29% Negligible 100%
Fayette 57.77% 42.17% 0.00% Negligible 100%
Lauderdale 73.95% 25.94% 0.09% Negligible 100%
Shelby 65.31% 34.25% 0.10% Negligible 100%
Tipton 75.10% 24.72% 0.12% Negligible 100%
Four Counties 65.77% 33.82% 0.10% 0.31% 100.00%

Racial/Ethnic Composition of the Older Population in 2000

White Non 
Hispanic

Black Non 
Hispanic

Hispanic Of 
Any Race

Other 
Races/Ethnic 

Groups
Total 

population
Tennessee 87.95% 10.59% 0.47% 1.00% 100%
Fayette 65.92% 32.99% 0.37% 0.72% 100%
Lauderdale 74.39% 24.54% 0.24% 0.83% 100%
Shelby 63.76% 34.51% 0.57% 1.17% 100%
Tipton 79.84% 19.06% 0.45% 0.65% 100%
Four Counties 64.98% 33.36% 0.54% 1.12% 100%
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Chart 3 

Racial/Ethnic Composition of the Older 
Population in Four County Area in 1990

Hispanic Of 
Any Race

0%

Other 
Races/Ethnic 

Groups
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66%
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U.S. Census, 1990. STF-3. 

 

Chart 4 

Racial/Ethnic Composition of Older Population in 
Four County Area 2000

Hispanic Of 
Any Race
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U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 

 
Educational Attainment 
 
The educational levels of the older population in the local area are considerably 
lower than those of the total population as a whole. (Table 6)  Approximately 42% 
of the older population has less than a high school education, compared to only 
19% for the population as a whole.  However, educational attainment is better 
than the state’s educational levels for the same groups.  Almost half of the state’s 
older population (47.3%) has less than a high school education.  
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At the state level only 9% have bachelor’s degrees or higher compared to 13.6% 
for the four counties in 2000. The highest levels of education are in Shelby 
County (32% have more than high school diploma) while the lower levels are in 
Fayette and Lauderdale Counties where 67% and 56.5% of the older population 
have less than high school education respectively. (Chart 5) The levels of 
education of the older population groups in the next 20 years will increase 
dramatically as the baby boomers reach retirement age.  
 

Table 6 

U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
 

Chart 5 
 

U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
 

Comparision of Elderly Population (65 years and over) to Total Population (25 years and over)
GEONAME

25 Years plus 65 Years plus 25 Years plus 65 Years plus 25 Years plus 65 Years plus 25 Years plus 65 Years plus
Lauderdale 36.0% 67.7% 38.4% 17.8% 25.6% 14.5% 9.0% 5.8%
Fayette 28.4% 56.5% 35.0% 22.9% 36.5% 20.6% 13.0% 9.2%
Tipton 24.6% 51.4% 36.7% 29.8% 38.7% 18.9% 11.1% 5.2%
Tennessee 23.7% 47.3% 32.2% 29.0% 44.1% 23.7% 18.3% 9.0%
Total (Counties) 19.9% 41.6% 27.9% 28.0% 52.2% 30.4% 22.3% 13.6%
Shelby County 18.9% 39.5% 26.9% 28.4% 54.2% 32.1% 23.6% 14.5%

Bachelor's or HigherLess than 9th grade  High school graduate More than High School

Comparision of Education Attainment for Year 2000
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Employment and Income  

 
Employment  
 
The older population is well represented in the local labor force statistics. (Table 
7) There are 15,184 (3.1%) older workers in the civilian labor force in the four-
county area (US Census 2000). This proportion is comparable to that for the 
State (3.3%), the nation (3.3%), and the surrounding counties. Only Fayette 
County has a larger proportion (4.6%) of its labor force that is 65 and older.  
 
By contrast, the local area has a larger proportion (15%) of its older population 
who are in the labor force than the state (13.2%) and the nation (13.3%) in 2000 
(Chart 6). Among the local counties, Fayette has the largest proportion of its 
older age group (16.6%) and Lauderdale County has the lowest share in the 
labor force with (6.9%) for the same period. 
 

Table 7 
Older Population in the Labor Force 

 
 

Chart 6 
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TN USA Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Four Counties
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 U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
 
 

Labor Force and Employment
2000 TN USA S Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Four Counties
In Labor Force Total Population 2,822,908 138,820,935 13,526 11,006 440,141 24,784 489,457
In Labor Force 65 and up 93,049 4,638,745 626 222 13,539 797 15,184
Percent in LF 65 and up 3.3% 3.3% 4.6% 2.0% 3.1% 3.2% 3.1%
Percent of Pop 65 and up in LF 13.2% 13.3% 16.6% 6.9% 15.2% 15.7% 15.0%
Census 2000.



 

15 

 
Income  

 
Incomes of older residents are generally higher in the four county area than at 
they are for the state as a whole in 2000 (Table 8). However, local incomes of the 
older age group are lower than those for the nation’s elders.  
 
Median household incomes for all households, in all geographic areas are 
generally higher than those for the older householders (Chart 7). The only 
exception is the income of householders ages 55 to 64, whose incomes are the 
highest. 
 
In most instances, median household incomes of the older population in 2000 in 
the four county area are considerably lower than the national ($31,368 for ages 
65 to 74) and state medians ($26,939). Median incomes range from a high of 
$31,328 for the age group of 65 to 74 in Fayette County to a low of $16,678 in 
Lauderdale County.  
 
Based on census data, as age increases, income decreases in all geographic 
areas and so do the discrepancies between the local medians and the national 
and state medians (Table 9). Median household incomes of (non family) female-
headed households (headed by a 65 year old and older) are generally much 
lower ($13,974 in Fayette) than those headed by males ($24,631 in Fayette) in 
2000.  No income data by age of householders were available for 1990. 
 
 

Table 8 
Median HH Income 1999 

     
  Total  55 to 64 

years 
 65 to 74 

years 
 75 years and 

over 
United States  

$41,994 
$47,447 $31,368  $ 22,259 

Tennessee  
$36,360 

$39,587 $26,939  $ 18,598 

Fayette County  
$40,279 

$43,824 $31,328  $ 17,288 

Lauderdale County  
$29,751 

$34,762 $16,678  $ 11,382 

Shelby County  
$39,593 

$46,581 $29,702  $ 21,549 

Tipton County  
$41,856 

$41,619 $27,090  $ 14,918 

Source – US Census Bureau 2000, 
STF-3 
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Chart 7 

Median Household Income in 1999
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 U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
Table 9 

Comparison of Median Household Incomes 

U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 

Percent of Total 1999

Total
55 to 64 
years

65 to 74 
years

75 years 
and over

United States 41,994$    113% 75% 53%
Tennessee 36,360$    109% 74% 51%
Fayette County 40,279$    109% 78% 43%
Lauderdale County 29,751$    117% 56% 38%
Shelby County 39,593$    118% 75% 54%
Tipton County 41,856$   99% 65% 36%

As % of Nation's Median Income

Total
55 to 64 
years

65 to 74 
years

75 years 
and over

United States 41,994$    47,447$ 31,368$ 22,259$  
Tennessee 36,360$    39,587$ 26,939$ 18,598$  
Fayette County 40,279$    92% 100% 78%
Lauderdale County 29,751$    73% 53% 51%
Shelby County 39,593$    98% 95% 97%
Tipton County 41,856$   88% 86% 67%

As % of State's Median Income

Total
55 to 64 
years

65 to 74 
years

75 years 
and over

United States 41,994$    47,447$ 31,368$ 22,259$  
Tennessee 36,360$    39,587$ 26,939$ 18,598$  
Fayette County 40,279$    111% 116% 93%
Lauderdale County 29,751$    88% 62% 61%
Shelby County 39,593$    118% 110% 116%
Tipton County 41,856$   105% 101% 80%  
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Retirement income is not necessarily an indication of age. Retirement income 
may be due to disabilities.  Generally, however, retirement income suggests that 
recipients are of retirement age.  Census 2000 data shows that an average of 
14.3% (53,731 householders) of all households in the four county area receive 
retirement income (Table 10). Fayette (17.5%) and Tipton (17.5%) Counties have 
the largest and Lauderdale has the lowest (13.6%) proportions of households 
with retirement incomes (Chart 8). 
 

Table 10 

 
Chart 8 
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Percent of Households with Retirement Income Per County in Four County Area
Year 2000

 U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
 

Households with Retirement Income  1999 Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Four Counties
Total 10,468 9,557 338,560 18,189 376,774
With retirement income 1,828 1,299 47,414 3,190 53,731
No retirement income 8,640 8,258 291,146 14,999 323,043
% of Total Households with Retirement Income in Four Counties 3.4% 2.4% 88.2% 5.9% 100.0%
% of Total Households with Retirement Income per County 17.5% 13.6% 14.0% 17.5% 14.3%
Census 2000
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Poverty  
 
There are 13,697 (14.1%) older people living in poverty in the four counties under 
study down from 19,957 (21.6%)in 1990 (Tables 11 & 12). Locally, the poverty 
rate (14.1%) for the older population is higher than the state (13.5%) and national 
(9.9%) figures; but it is lower than the poverty rate of the population (15.8%) 
overall in 2000.  The poverty rate among the four counties ranges from a low of 
13.3% in Shelby County to a high in Lauderdale County of 26.5% (Chart 9). All 
counties showed improvement in the rate of poverty from 1990 (21.6%) to 2000 
(14.1%) among the older population, and the improvement was larger than that 
of the total population as a whole (from 18.7% in 1990 to 15.8% in 2000). 
 
According to the US Census 3.4 million older adults lived below the poverty level 
in 2001. This poverty rate is historically low at 9.9% and it is much lower than the 
rate for the population as whole (13.4%).  
 

Table 11 

U.S. Census, 1990. STF-3. 
 

Table 12 

U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All ages 65 and Over All ages 65 and Over All ages 65 and Over
United States 273,882,232 33,346,548   33,899,812 3,287,774    12.38% 9.9%
Tennessee 5,539,896     668,071       746,789      89,985         13.48% 13.5%
Fayette County 28,322          3,660           4,053          660              14.31% 18.0%
Lauderdale County 24,308          3,036           4,656          804              19.15% 26.5%
Shelby County 878,357        85,460         140,398      11,377         15.98% 13.3%
Tipton County 50,257          4,840           6,103          856              12.14% 17.7%
Total 4 Counties 981,244        96,996         155,210      13,697         15.82% 14.1%
Source- US census Bureau 2000, SF-3

 Population  Population in Poverty Poverty Rate
Poverty Status 1999

All ages 65 and Over All ages 65 and Over All ages 65 and Over
United States 241,977,859 29,562,647   31,742,864 3,780,585    13.12% 12.8%
Tennessee 4,743,685     586,087       744,941      122,767       15.70% 20.9%
Fayette County 25,019          3,130           6,031          909              24.11% 29.0%
Lauderdale County 22,494          3,292           5,046          1,202           22.43% 36.5%
Shelby County 801,199        82,014         146,853      16,813         18.33% 20.5%
Tipton County 37,196          3,855           7,446          1,033           20.02% 26.8%
Total 4 Counties 885,908        92,291         165,376      19,957         18.67% 21.6%
Source- US Census Bureau 1990, SF-3

Poverty Status 1989
 Population  Population in Poverty Poverty Rate
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Chart 9 
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Housing 
 

Households and Group Quarters 
 
The population may live in households or in group quarters.  Approximately 
94.9% of the older population lives in households in the four county area in 2000 
(Table 13).  This proportion remained virtually stable from 1990 (95.1%).  
 
The balance of the older population (5.1%) who does not live in households lives 
in group quarters. This percentage is slightly lower than the state (5.7%) and the 
nation (5.6%). Group quarters include prisons, psychiatric hospitals, and college 
dormitories among others.  Of those living in group quarters, the majority are 
institutionalized representing 85.5% in the local area, 86.3% at the state, and 
82.5% at the national levels in 2000. 
 

Table 13 - Population in Households and Group Quarters 
Population 2000

Total 
Population

Population in 
Households

In group 
quarters

Institutionalize
d population

Noninstitutionalized 
population

United States 34,978,972 32,999,204     1,979,768 1,632,346         347,422                   
Tennessee 702,839      662,565          40,274      34,768              5,506                       
Fayette County 3,774          3,660              114           114                   -                           
Lauderdale County 3,232          3,036              196           196                   -                           
Shelby County 89,344        84,735            4,609        3,884                725                          
Tipton County 5,080          4,815              265           240                   25                            
Four County Area 101,430      96,246            5,184        4,434                750                          
Percent of Four Counties 94.9% 5.1% 85.5% 16.9%
Source - US Census Bureau 2000, SF-3

Population 1990
Total 
Population

Population in 
Households

In group 
quarters

Institutionalized 
population

Noninstitutionalized 
population

United States 31,195,275 29,464,293     1,730,982 1,631,552         99,430                     
Tennessee 618,371      584,928          33,443      32,284              1,159                       
Fayette County 3,320          3,130              190           190                   -                           
Lauderdale County 3,514          3,292              222           222                   -                           
Shelby County 86,153        81,965            4,188        4,139                49                            
Tipton County 4,029          3,855              174           174                   -                           
Four County Area 97,016        92,242            4,774        4,725                49                            
Percent of Four Counties 95.1% 4.9% 99.0% 1.0%
Source - US Census Bureau 1990, SF-3

Percentage Change 1990-2000
Total 
Population

Population in 
Households

In group 
quarters

Institutionalized 
population

Noninstitutionalized 
population

United States 12.1% 12.0% 14.4% 0.0% 249.4%
Tennessee 13.7% 13.3% 20.4% 7.7% 375.1%
Fayette County 13.7% 16.9% -40.0% -40.0% -                           
Lauderdale County -8.0% -7.8% -11.7% -11.7% -                           
Shelby County 3.7% 3.4% 10.1% -6.2% 1379.6%
Tipton County 26.1% 24.9% 52.3% 37.9% -                           
Four County Area 4.5% 4.3% 8.6% -6.2% 1430.6%

65 years and Above

65 years and Above

65 years and Above

 
U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
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Home Ownership 
 
Home ownership is probably the single largest and most valuable asset that older 
Americans posses. Older homeowners have the highest rates of homeownership 
of any age group in all geographic areas (Table 14).  The State of Tennessee 
has a higher homeownership rates with 78.7% of those 65 and older compared 
to the nation’s 75%, and 80.1% for those older than 55 compared to 76.7% for 
the nation. Among the four counties under study, Fayette and Tipton Counties 
have the highest rates of ownership with 77.6% and 74.9% respectively for the 
older age group. 
 

Table 14. 
Percent Homeownership among Older Householders 

Percent Home Ownership United States Tennessee Fayette 
County

Lauderdale 
County 

Shelby 
County 

Tipton 
County

55 and up 76.7% 80.1% 79.4% 76.1% 73.9% 78.7%
65 and up 75.0% 78.7% 77.6% 76.3% 71.4% 74.9%
ALL Households 64.2% 68.0% 74.8% 66.9% 59.5% 71.9%

Source: US Census, 2000. STF-3 
 
Value of Housing 
 
The value of owner occupied housing can be an indicator of wealth among the 
older population groups. Locally, the value of owner occupied housing by older 
householders represents 18% ($4.9 billion) of the value of all owner occupied 
housing (Table 15 and Chart 10) in the four counties ($27.5 billion in 2000). By 
contrast, older householders represent only 8.9% of the entire stock of owner 
occupied housing units in the area. 
 
 

Table 15. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Fayette   Lauderdale   Shelby  Tipton  Total % of Total
Aggregate value: 720,262,500 328,592,500 25,390,342,500 1,074,177,500 27,513,375,000 100.0%
15 to 24 10,840,000 7,622,500 177,820,000 15,662,500 211,945,000 1%
25 to 34 82,575,000 33,285,000 2,825,672,500 150,227,500 3,091,760,000 11%
35 to 44 162,255,000 81,527,500 6,518,752,500 288,907,500 7,051,442,500 26%
45 to 54 163,575,000 73,990,000 7,094,190,000 266,405,000 7,598,160,000 28%
55 to 64 154,940,000 56,705,000 4,241,637,500 183,277,500 4,636,560,000 17%
65 to 74 87,270,000 41,285,000 2,711,885,000 104,562,500 2,945,002,500 11%
75 and over 58,807,500 34,177,500 1,820,385,000 65,135,000 1,978,505,000 7%
U.S. Census Bureau Census 2000 STF-3

Aggregate Value of Owner Occupied Housing by Age of Householder in Four County Area in 2000
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Chart 10 

Aggregate Value of Owner Occupied Housing by Age of 
Householder Four County Area 2000
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U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 

 
 
Family Households 
 
Households are divided into two major categories, family households, and non-
family households. The large majority (69.3%) of the family households headed 
by people 65 years and older is married couple families in the four county area in 
2000 (Table 16). The overwhelming majority (84.1%) among the single 
householders who are 65 and older is female. These percentages reflect the 
state and national averages 
 

Table 16 

U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
 
Non-Family Households 
 
About 30% (9.7 million) of the non-institutionalized older persons live alone in the 
United States (Census 2000). The four county area has a slightly higher share of 
its older citizens living alone with 31% (29,644). The counties range from a low of 
24% in Fayette County to a high of 37.5% in Lauderdale County (Table 17, Chart 
11).  
 
 

Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Total % of Total
Married-couple family 1,148          806             21,512        1,468          24,934 69.3%
Family - Male householder, no wife present 40               38               1,588          82               1,748   4.9%
Family - Female householder, no husband present 303             274             8,454          267             9,298   25.8%
Family - Householder 65 and up 1,491        1,118        31,554      1,817        35,980 100.0%

Family by Type - Older Householders 2000
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Table 17 

U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 

Chart 11 

Non Familiy Householder 65 years Old and Older, 
Living Alone by Gender in Four County Area in 

Year 2000 (Total = 29,644)
Living Alone 
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Female 

Householder
77%

 
U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 

 
Grandparents living with their own grandchildren under 18 years 
 
There are 28,137 grandparents living with their own grandchildren in the four 
counties according to the US Census 2000. The grandparents are responsible for 
their own grandchildren in approximately half (48.3% or 13,586) of these cases. 
In 41.8% of these cases, the grandparents are responsible for their own 
grandchildren for 5 years or more (Table 18). 
 

Older Population Living Alone 2000
Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Four County Area

Non Family Households 65 years up 923      1,176          27,227  1,435 30,761                   
Family Households  65 up 343      312             10,042  349    11,046                   
Total Households 65 and older 1,266   1,488          37,269  1,784 41,807                   

Non Family Households 65 years up 73% 79% 73% 80% 74%

Non Family Householders
Living Alone Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Four County Area
Male Householder 65 years and over 249      283             6,038    345    6,915                     
Female Householder 65 years and over 630      857             20,188  1,054 22,729                   
Total 65 years and older Living Alone 879      1,140          26,226  1,399 29,644                   
Older Population Living Alone 2001 69.4% 76.6% 70.4% 78.4% 70.9%
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 Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Total Percent 
Living with own grandchildren under 18 years: 1,035 800 24,840 1,462 28,137 100.00%
Grandparent responsible for own grandchildren under 18 years: 519 440 11,808 819 13,586 48.30%
Less than 6 months 39 47 1,360 47 1,493 11.00%
6 to 11 months 37 0 822 137 996 7.30%
1 or 2 years 136 94 2,691 188 3,109 22.90%
3 or 4 years 82 101 1,989 143 2,315 17.00%
5 years or more 225 198 4,946 304 5,673 41.80%

Data Set: Census 2000 Summary File 3 (SF 3) - Sample Data

GRANDPARENTS LIVING WITH OWN GRANDCHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS 
Table 18
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Disabilities 
 
There are 19,788 (20.4%) non-institutionalized older persons with one type of 
disability and 25,677 (26%) with two or more types of disabilities in the four 
counties according to 2000 Census. (Table 19, Chart 12) The largest share 
(86%) of this population is in Shelby County. Self-care disability (12,549) and 
physical disability (9,657) afflict the largest number of older people. (Charts 13 
and 14) 
 

Table 19 

 
Chart 12 

Dissability Among Population 65 years old and 
older in Four County Area 2000
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U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 

 
 
 
 

2000

Fayette 
County

Lauderdale 
County

Shelby 
County

Tipton 
County Total

% of 
Total

Total: 26,468 22,567 815,259 46,504 910,798 100%
65 years and over: 3,660 3,036 85,460 4,840 96,996 11%
With one type of disability: 888 748 17,092 1060 19,788 20.4%
Sensory disability 158 73 2,902 154 3,287 3.4%
Physical disability 436 464 8,180 577 9,657 10.0%
Mental disability 40 37 928 77 1,082 1.1%
Self-care disability 2 0 199 11 212 0.2%
Go-outside-home disability 252 174 4,883 241 5,550 5.7%
With two or more types of disability: 917 1132 22,315 1313 25,677 26%
Includes self-care disability 456 419 10,901 561 12,337 48%
Does not include self-care disability: 461 713 11,414 752 13,340 52%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2000

 Types of Disability for the Civilian Noninstitutionalized Population 65 Years and Over in Year 2000 In Four County Area
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Chart 13 

Dissabilities of Civilian Non-Institutionalized Population 65 
Years Old and Older in Shelby, Fayette, Tipton and 

Lauderdale Counties in 2000
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Total population in four county area, age 65 and older, 2000 equals 96,236.

 U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3. 
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Vehicle Availability  
 
Approximately 20% (13,125) of the older householders in the four county area 
have no vehicle available according to the Census 2000. (Table 20, Chart 15) 
 

Table 20 
Vehicle Availability Householders 65 and up 2000 

  Fayette Lauderdale Shelby Tipton Total 
Householders 65 and Older          2,414          2,294          58,781           3,252  66,741 
Owner occupied No Vehicle Available             254             187           5,456              255    6,152 
Renter occupied No Vehicle Available             213             296           6,190              274    6,973 
Total No Vehicle Available             467             483          11,646              529  13,125 
% Of Householders with No Vehicle Available 19.3% 21.1% 19.8% 16.3% 19.7%
 

U.S. Census, 2000. STF-3 
 

Chart 15 
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